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A.P. Jenkins taught a Hobun-gakubu Graduate School
course in Archive Administration for six years until 2003,
and still teaches for the Policy Science and International
Relations programmes. He holds two professional qualifica-
tions in Archive Administration, and used to instruct in
Palzography at British universities.
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I BETTELHEIM’S JOURNAL AND LETTERS X

Bettelheim was a prolific writer on Ryukyu (e.g., transla-
tions into Ryukyuan language of parts of the Bible, a
grammar and a vocabulary of the language, medical re-
ports, and a lengthy medical missionary journal that later
incorporated English translations of his frequent Chinese-
language correspondence with the Ryukyuan authorities,
etc.). The journal was required by his sponsors, the
(British) Loochoo Naval Mission (LNM). He wrote it on
a ‘manifold writer’, an early carbon-copy, folded-flimsy-
paper, and stylus system, since he wished to keep one copy
for himself.

We might, therefore, expect to find two versions of
the journal, the LNM's and his own, but expectations of
archival survival lead to many disappointments. Unlike
printed books, manuscripts (Mss) are unique and, as such,
much more prone to loss. That is, regrettably, the case
with parts of the journal and some of his other mss.

Tue BirMingHAM MSS

The LNM and its records were absorbed by the (British)
Church Missionary Society (cms) in 1861. In 1986, its
non-current papers were deposited among the Special
Collections at the University of Birmingham Library
(uBL, ref.: cms archive: L/A1-19, L/F1/1-7). They are in
good condition though sometimes the Mss are pale since
Bettelheim occasionally overused his carbon papers. A
greater problem, though, is the gaps in the journal. Here
and there are shorter missing passages, e.g. parts of Mar.
and Apr. 1846, and others, but there is a yawning gap from
11 Oct. 1846 to late Sept. 1850, i.e., four of the eight years
that Bettelheim spent here. Enquiries at British archives
(the National Archives and those archive institutions
associated with the patron of the LNM and its most active
committee members) and through the British archival
resource Internet website, Access to Archives’ (a24), have
produced no results in the hunt, though the search contin-
ues. Curiously, the Mar.—Apr. 1846 gap (when Bettelheim
was in Canton) is filled by a transcript in the LNM letters
section. Someone, it seems, transcribed and did not return
the original, or even maybe destroyed it. (For further
information, see www.mundus.ac.uk/cats/44/1226.htm)

Tue Ryupar MSS
What of the top copy that Bettelheim took back, not to
Britain but to the US? Regrettably, there was a fire at his
family home in the late 19th-century and it seems that
the journal and other papers were largely destroyed, three
sections of his journal only surviving, along with two
gatherings of letters.

In 1969, Dr Teruya completed his dissertation and
thereafter successfully encouraged Bettelheim’s descend-
ants to place the surviving mss in the Ryudai library. By
remarkable good fortune, two of those three sections of
the journal cover parts of the journal that are missing
from the usL collection, that is to say, 17 Oct. 1846
to 7 July 1847, and 7 Apr. to 16 July 1854 (i.e. the day
before Bettelheim's departure from Ryukyu in 1854), the
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11 BETTELHEIM’'S JOURNAL AND LETTERS A

latter though also covering 7 Mar. to 6 Apr. The third
homemade gathering duplicates the usL material (2 Apr—
25 July 1853), but that part solves many small problems in
the UBL version caused, for example, by careless placing of
the carbon paper, as well as indicating what the LNM com-
mittee members added (e.g. marginalia and underlinings).
To sum up, the Ryudai Mss represent something less than
one-fifth of the surviving journal.

At some point after 1846, Bettelheim decided that
he ought to file and preserve English translations of his
official Chinese letters to the Shuri authorities. Those
letters, covering the years 1846—s0, thus provide a narrow
bridge covering the large missing part of the journal
(1847—50). At least, they are some kind of guide to what
Bettelheim's principal disputes with Shuri were in those
years, for disputes there were many. From 1850 such cor-
respondence is incorporated into the journal. The library
obtained those copy letters in 1981 thanks to a gift of Dr
Samuel Mukaida, though their earlier provenance is un-
clear. The second gathering (part of Dr Teruya’s accession)
covering parts of 1852 and 1853 are to various bodies and
individuals including church authorities, missionaries and
LNM supporters. (refs.: K190.28 BE, journals ooooso2145801;
letters 0000502388451)

Tue EarL BuLL TRANSCRIPTS
While they were still in the US, the top copy of the
surviving journal and other papers attracted the Rev. Earl
Bull, an early 20th-century missionary based at Asato
(Naha), and Shuri. He was Bettelheim’s champion and
rehabilitator, whose collection of papers held at Ryudai
Library is so rich a source for early 20th-century Okinawa.
He transcribed parts of the journal which are now
housed at Ryudai, also Bettelheim’s reflections on his
time in Ryukyu, written when the missionary was back
in Hong Kong in 1854 (ref.: k190.28 BE, journal transcript
0000502064998; reflections 0000502064983). He also
transcribed a fragment of Mrs Bettelheim’s reflections on
her years in Okinawa (ref.: 0000502064983, pp. 116—49),
though the location of the original is now uncertain, as is
that of Bettelheim's own retrospective piece.

Bull was as foxed by the problems inherent in dealing
with Bettelheim’s Mss as are many others. Bettelheim, a
native Hungarian, though describing himself as Austrian,
wrote in a difficult hand using the manifold writer stylus
for his journal and translations of his Chinese letters etc.
As for other problems, one sometimes has to use a mirror
to read the carbon impression of the top (i.e. Ryudai)
copy from the reverse. Japanese scholars studying that
period consider Bettelheim's handwriting notoriously
hard. Not a native English speaker, Bettelheim used words
curiously and quite often invented his own. Moreover,
his word order in his often tremendously long sentences
is sometimes un-English. It is not surprising that Bull’s
transcripts contain some errors and gaps, but at least his
notebooks are in more robust physical condition than
Bettelheim's mss.
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VR | T2, 3o HiLoNoA t2TH L, FITAAR
L5 T8 3 oA, T, D — & o MBI T e 080T R §if% C
o TH Y Sk | kifroAE | (BB 5. 2R [ b,

Above: the cover of the 24th section of Bettelheim’s journal, one
of the three surviving held at Ryudai library, and five lines of his
handwriting. The carbon impression, when clear only from the
reverse, has to be read with a mirror, as indicated here. Try it!
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II1 BETTELHEIM’'S JOURNAL AND LETTERS g

PHysicaL CONDITION
AND THE MICROFILM VERSION

The five gatherings of the Bettelheim journal and letters
held at Ryudai are partly in fair condition, but parts are
victims of problems arising from acidity migrating from
their brown paper covers, and damp and mould damage
(with consequent loss in some places of as much as the
two top lines). The damaged sections of the journal and
letters are, as a consequence, extremely fragile, and flaking
badly at the outer margins on certain pages. To read
the mss, a blunt paper knife proved best for turning the
pages. The very minimum of human skin contact with the
flimsy, brittle parts is absolutely necessary. These papers,
so symbolically and informationally important for the
Perry era and the beginnings of Japan’s modernisation, are
in very urgent need of professional conservation.

The usL version of the journal and of the other LNM
surviving papers have been microfilmed by a commercial
publishing company that specialises in microfilming Mss
(Adam Matthew Publications), thus saving the originals
from further damage that would result from handling.
Ryudai library has bought a set of the microfilms (ref.:
Kzgo.gg/CH 0000990144696, ~709, 713, -728, -732), as has
the Prefectural Archives. The library, though, purchased
a copy of the whole cms archive, i.e. including the papers
relating to its activities in Japan, some 36 reels in all. There
is a printed booklet containing a catalogue and guide
to the contents of the films. For those who might find
Bettelheim's script hard or impossible to read, it should
be noted that both the LnM printed annual reports and
circular letters to its subscribers contain key extracts
from the journal. Here, we are in some luck since there
is material from parts of the missing years (i.e. 1847—
50). The journal, long as it is, only accounts for the larger
part of the second of the five reels. The other reels are
concerned with the business papers of the LNM, e.g. the
(mostly printed) reports, correspondence, financial papers,
circulars to the membership, etc., much of it duplicated,
and far more accessible than Bettelheim's handwriting.

CONCLUSION

The Prefecture’s Institute of Historiography is considering
publication of an edition of the Bettelheim journal in its
Prefectural History of Okinawa series. The surviving parts of
the journal, as transcribed single-spaced on to A4 paper,
would amount to about 1,700 pages without introduction
or indexes. Bettelheim was indeed an indefatigable writer
but one with many problems associated with his script and
taxis, not to mention the historian’s discrimination that
has to be exercised in assessing the impact his personality
had on his reliability as a historical source.
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