Column Kijimun’s Monologue - Series of the Oriental Zodiac -
No.1 Mi (means snake), a legend of Harimizu utaki in Miyako Islands

Keywords: Snake, Harimizu utaki, Miwayama densetsu, “Irosetsuden”,
“Ryukyukoku yuraiki”

Haisai! Kijimun yaibin! Tt marks the 6th year, this column. In this fiscal year, I'm going fo introduce some
interesting stories concerning about the Oriental Zodiac and Ryukyu/Okinawa.

April is the 6th month of Oriental Zodiac; it is the month of the Snake. One of the famous stories of snake in
Okinawa is a legend of Harimizu utaki (utaki means a sacred place in Okinawan dialect) in Miyako Islands. From
“Irésetsuden” (Tha Fuyd collection, the University of the Ryukyus Library), a
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then, the big snake appeared, the children willingly == s : :
embraced the snake. After that, the children went away Harimizu Utaki, Miyako Islands (taken by the author)

into the utaki with the snake; they became guardian angels.
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This story is very similar to the legend of Miwayama (Mt. Miwa) in Japan. From this, we
can see a broad-based connection of Okinawan legends. In Okinawa, there are other
legends regarding a snake. Why don't you look for the legends!
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